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bility to error in attempting to execute it is greatly
increased,

But I can hardly imagine that the Founder meant
his lecturers, who presumably would usually be per-
sons holding the Christian religion, so to throw over-
board their religion as not even, if I may so speak,
to take hints from it; not even to assume for trial
what they may have learned from it, and endeavour
to make out whether such things fall in with what
they are led to by natural theology, perhaps fill up
some gap which natural theology perceives, but is
unable to deal with.

In these opening lectures, I have felt myself very
much cramped by the provisions of the will, perhaps
too slavishly regarded. I am disposed in further
lectures to adopt a more liberal interpretation. The
lecturer, it may be observed, is only desired not to
rest on what he holds to have been revealed, and it
does not seem incompatible with this requirement to
examine into the reasonableness, on grounds of purely
natural theology, of what he believes to have been
taught to man in a supernatural manner. I have
barely ventured to do this in these opening lectures;
but unless I have reason to think that it would be
deemed improper, as being hardly compatible with
the Founder's will, I contemplate using greater free-
dom in this respect in some subsequent lectures.

Here, then, for the present I leave these lectures,